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In a five-page letter addressed to President Reagan, and delivered to the State Department on Jan.
22, Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega called for the "immediate cessation of all support for the
contras," promised to give up power if national elections show "that is what the people wish," and
renewed his call for direct US-Nicaraguan talks. The letter was delivered to the White House on
Jan. 23 and also to The Washington Post and The New York Times, embargoed for use on Jan. 25. In
the letter, Ortega said that if the United States and Nicaragua signed "verifiable bilateral accords,"
that guarantee its security, Nicaragua could "advance more quickly" to agreements with its
neighbors limiting the size of its army and dispensing with all foreign military advisers and prohibit
establishment of any foreign military bases. "Mr. President, too many people have died," Ortega
writes. "If you were to end your unfortunate policy of pressure, you would see Nicaragua move even
more quickly toward democraticization." Ortega writes: "It is not only possible for our two countries
to coexist, it is possible to be friends, even partners. This is my government's and my own personal,
profound desire." "Mr. President, with all due respect, allow me to remind you that democracy is
and always has been the objective of our revolution... "Full democratization likewise means the
holding of local and national elections. Obviously democracy also means respecting the outcome
of those elections, including turning over the reigns of power to the opposition, if that is what the
people wish." Paul Reichler, a Washington lawyer who is working with the Nicaraguan government
in cease-fire talks and other matters, and was consulted for the drafting, said, "The idea is to reach
out to the president as a human being without any name calling or rhetoric, to break through the
circle of zealots who seem to have poisoned his mind." On the evening of Jan. 23, Bayardo Arce,
member of the FSLN directorate, told 15,000 Nicaraguans at a rally in Managua that the Sandinistas
"will never give up power." The party, he said, believes that it represents the Nicaraguan people.
Reichler said Arce's statement was "just for internal politicking to the party faithful." According
to Asst. Secretary of State Elliott Abrans, given Arce's remark and a similar one by Ortega a few
weeks ago, the Nicaraguan president's letter to Reagan "is less than fully persuasive." Abrams said,
"We have the letter , and it is being analyzed. It appears to be just a restatement of the government
of Nicaragua's positions." Nicaraguan officials acknowledged that the letter was one part of a
broad strategy to influence Congress toward ending contra aid. "Of course we are trying," to end
contra aid, said Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Miguel D'Escoto Brockman on Jan. 23. "And so are
all the presidents of Central America. Is that bad?" Reagan administration officials were cited by
the Washington Post and the New York Times as saying there was nothing new in Ortega's letter,
rejecting both his appeal and his statements on Nicaraguan implementation of democratization and
desires to carry the same further. (Basic data from Washington Post, New York Times, 01/25/88)
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